
Raymond Pollastrini
November 15, 1925 - August 18, 2014

Ray Pollastrini, 88 of Carroll, died Monday, August 18, 2014 at his residence
in Carroll surrounded by his family. 

 

Mass of the Christian Burial will be at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, August 21, 2014
at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Carroll. The Celebrant will be Fr. Timothy
Schott. Music will be by Kate Cuddy and the St. Lawrence Choir with Jake
Gute as Cantor. Lectors for the funeral mass will be Matt Pollastrini and Luke
Hukee. Gift Bearers will be: Liz Yetmar, Anna Nelson, Jenna Hukee, and
Laura Pollastrini. Eucharistic Ministers will be Kathy Stein and John and Diane
Staples. Honorary Casket Bearers will be: Bill Beidler, Ron Kerwood, Tony
Stalzer, Paul Schulte, Bob Sapp, Leo Steffen, and John Zimmerman. Casket
Bearers will be: Sam Yetmar, Peter Nelson, Jake Hukee, Luke Hukee, Tony
Pollastrini, David Yetmar, and Dave Nelson. Burial will be in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Carroll with military honors conducted by the Carroll American
Legion. 

 

Friends may call at the Sharp Funeral Home in Carroll after 5 p.m. on
Wednesday where there will be a Christian Wake Service at 7 p.m. 

The casket will be moved to St. Lawrence Church at 9:30 a.m. Thursday
where visitation will resume until time of the funeral mass. Memorials may be
left at the funeral home or the church for Kuemper Catholic Schools



Foundation or St. Lawrence Catholic Church Endowment Fund. 
 Funeral arrangements are under the direction of the Sharp Funeral Home in

Carroll and online condolences may be left for Ray’s family at www.sharpfuner
al.com. 

 

Raymond Robert Pollastrini was born on November 15, 1925 in Clinton, Iowa
the son of Ottavio and Giulia (Salani) Pollastrini. The family lived in Collodi,
Italy until 1937 when they immigrated to the United States and settled in
Carroll, Iowa. 

 

Ray’s father purchased the Carroll Candy Kitchen in 1938 from the Marcucci
family and introduced the caramel apple to western Iowa. 

At the age of 18, Ray was drafted into the United States Armed Forces. He
served in the European Theatre during World War II from 1944-1946. Ray
earned the combat infantry badge during the allies march to Berlin. Later, Ray
served in the Army of Occupation. 

 

On October 18, 1954 Ray married the love of his life, Betty Ann Gute at Sts.
Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Carroll. Although the candy business had
evolved into a downtown café, named Pokey’s, the copper kettle continued to
be fired every fall to usher in the caramel apple season. Ray spent countless
hours stirring secret ingredients into a caramel that is legendary in the town of
Carroll. In 1997, when the family business came to an end, the caramel recipe
was passed on to Ray’s daughter and son-in-law, Gina and Dave Nelson. 

 

Ray was very proud of Kuemper Catholic Schools, serving on numerous
committees, including treasurer of the school board for several years. He
enjoyed relaxing with his coffee group, playing cards, golfing, hunting, and
“sipping” Paisano (Italian red wine). He was a lifelong member of St.
Lawrence Parish and the Carroll American Legion. 



Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Betty Pollastrini of Carroll; his children:
Julie (Bruce) Hukee of Urbandale, Mark (Cindy) Pollastrini of Newton, Maria
(fiancé Jim Huston) Pollastrini of Des Moines, Gina (Dave) Nelson of Carroll,
Paula (David) Yetmar of Carroll, and Dr. Matt Pollastrini of Waverly; 11
grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; his sisters-in-law, Betty Gute of Carroll,
and Mickey Gute of Carroll; as well as many nieces, nephews, other extended
relatives and many friends. 

 

Ray was preceded in death by his parents; his brother Ido Pollastrini; and his
parents-in-law, Leo and Ann Gute.
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Teri Morgan - September 05, 2014 at 06:04 PM

Please accept my condolences to the family of Raymond Pollastrini,
so sorry for your loss. The true God of the Bible has promise that he
will put an end to all sickness and Death by swallowing up Death
forever (Isaiah 25:8). Yes a real hope of being reunited with your
loved one again, this happy reunion will take place right here on
earth. 

 (Psalms 37:11&29) I pray for that kingdom to come very soon.
Isaiah 33:24 says " no resident will say I am sick". I hope the family
draw some comfort from these scriptures. You can read or listen to
these scriptures online at www.jw.org

August 20, 2014 at 01:12 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Raymond Pollastrini.

Jeanne Hammen - August 20, 2014 at 11:18 AM

Julie, Mark and all the family, 
  

We are thinking about you all. 
 
Take care, Jeanne and Bill Hammen

https://www.jw.org/
http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 20, 2014 at 09:23 AM

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Raymond Pollastrini.

Lisa Barnett - August 20, 2014 at 09:18 AM

Thinking of you and your family. Sorry to hear of your loss.

Andy C. - August 20, 2014 at 08:14 AM

Andy C. purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the
family of Raymond Pollastrini.

Wendy Robinson - August 19, 2014 at 06:39 PM

Julie and Hukee family, 
Please know you are in my thoughts in
prayers!

http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4134&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4134&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://sharpfuneralhome1.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Julie Irlbeck Promes - August 19, 2014 at 05:37 PM

Betty and family,
 I am so sorry to hear about the loss of Ray. I

still to this day at Christmas sing - "Tis the
season to be greedy, Fa La La La La La La
La La!" Will always remember going to work
at Pokey's and Ray jamming out to the radio until I got there. I also
think he is the reason I never smoked as I have great respect for
him and how he hated women who smoked. Julie Irlbeck Promes

Shannon Reising - August 19, 2014 at 02:38 PM

Betty and family, 
 I am so sorry to hear about the loss of Ray!! What a great guy!! He

touched many lives and will be greatly missed. All my love to you
all. You are a great family and will keep his memory alive in all your
hearts. 
Shannon Reising

Teri Morgan - August 19, 2014 at 10:18 AM

I'm sorry for your loss. At such times words that truly comfort your
loss are hard to think of. The Bible has these comforting words
found at Philippians 4:6&7...... "Do not be anxious over anything,but
in everything by Prayer and Supplication along with Thanksgiving let
your Petitons be made known to God and the Peace of God that
Excel all thought will guard your Hearts and Mental Power by
means of Christ Jesus. May the family keep in mind that God
promise to help through these difficult times if you turn to him in
Prayer.
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Leann coenen - August 19, 2014 at 09:08 AM

Loving you all so much right now and wishing I was there. 
Coney

Diane and Gary Ross - August 18, 2014 at 09:16 PM

Julie, you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers! Treasure
the wonderful memories!!


